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  of Urban  Space  : A Case Study in 
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Akio ONJO
Abstract In this paper I attempt to demonstrate the relationship between 
space and reproduction of labor power in a modern Japanese city. Socially-
produced space is an essential component to the operation of  'power', and in 
particular  'social discipline' that plays a central role in producing labor power 
with a certain quality. I deal with three aspects of reproduction of labor power 
in connection with social policy of the municipal  authorities  : feeding, disciplin-
ing and classifying people. Though these aspects are interrelated with each 
other, it is possible to distinguish two types of the operation of power concern-
ing social  reproduction  :  'confinement' and 'self-regulation'. The one means 
the exclusion of particular groups from urban space and the confinement of 
them to particular institution, and the other means the making of social agents 
that accept new social norms and take an active part in the formation of 
dominant social order. By these operations of power the municipal authorities 
made a surveillance and controlled the actions and practices of people. 
However, I suggest that the operation of power is not one-way oppression, but 
a dialectical relationship between the municipal authorities and people in the 
context of everyday social and spatial practices.
Key  words  : power relation, social discipline, urban space, modern Japan, Moji
1 Introduction
   Over the last decade, some social or cultural geographers have paid attention to 
the relationships between space, power and social reproduction. Though these studies 
have revealed that the manipulation of  'space' is not derivative to the operation of 
 `power', rather it is a key means or 'moment' of the workings of it, it is evident that 
the work of M. Foucault have an impact on these  studies  : for example, the relational 
problematic of power (Raffestin 1980),  'discipline' and space, or "Moral geography" 
(Driver 1988, 1992, 1993), "the Eye of Power" (Gregory 1994). 
   We could identify some aspects of systems of social reproduction and among them
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the reproduction of labor power is a critical element. The problem of social policy or 
 'social discipline' is also closely connected with the debate about the reproductionof 
labor power from a historically-specific perspective. As Althusser (1970) pointed out, 
the state intervenes in the sphere of the reproduction of labor power by means of  
'  aPPareils  ideologique  d'etat' and 'ideology' plays a critical role in the formation of labor 
power with a certain quality and quantity. But the concept of 'ideology' is very 
ambiguous and numerous social scientists have debated about this concept. Here we 
could define this term  tentatively  : ideology is a specific type of knowledge and is 
incarnated in everyday social practices within a social formation, and it is not an 
abstract object but a material ground for the reproduction of everyday life (see 
Althusser  1970  ; Berdoulay 1985). Therefore, it makes no difference whether people 
believe a certain ideology seriously or not. Rather, it is important that people pretend 
to believe a certain ideology and, in any case, practice it in everyday life as a matter 
of habit. And ideology is 'naturalized' in social practices, operates as an 'objective 
force' on social life and makes the existing social order or norm taken-for-granted. 
In this context  'social agents' are constituted as historical-social products by the 
effects of the ideology. However, their informed or practical actions explicitly or 
implicitly reconstituted, or transformed material processes and social agents are not 
always predetermined by the effects of the ideology, and it could be said that they 
themselves are 'contingent' processes. So we reject reductionist and 'essentialist' 
tendencies with regard to the constitution of 'collective consciousness' or 'subjectivity' 
of classes, races and social groups (Thrift and Williams 1987) and have to consider the 
'contingent' social processes of different 'subject positions' in the systems of social 
reproduction. Complex relations of power operate just as in the sphere of these social 
processes. 
   Here socially-produced space and time  ('spatiality" and 'historicity') constitute 
one of the material grounds of ideology and are a specific 'modality' in the constitution 
and reproduction of social formation in general and of labor power in particular (Soja 
1985). It is said that modern urban space represents a distinctive spatiality that is 
maintained, intervened and controlled by a set of the institutions (mainly 'the state 
apparatus') in more depth. These institutions have an effect on the production of 
social agents as members of classes, gender and so on. Therefore, we could say that 
the institutions for 'social discipline' are omnipresent in urban space, and at the same 
time there's a possibility that these places will become 'space for resistance' as well, 
because class struggles or conflicts are not restricted to the workplace, rather are 
spread throughout the social life at different spatial scales—from the internal space of 
households to streets or  quarters—. 
   Many historians and social scientists have explored the issues concerning social 
reproduction, in particular the relationship between the social conflicts between ruling
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class and working class, and the formation of social policy and social work in modern 
Japan. Recently in connection with urban reform, social policy (including urban 
planning) and urban politics, geographers and historians have paid much attention to 
the issues surrounding spatial inequality in the broader sense in modern Japanese cities 
(Mizuuchi 1986). Although these works are concerned with the connections between 
the  operation of power, reproduction of labor power and spatiality at an urban scale, 
they have been restricted to some large cities. 
   In this case study of Moji, western Japan (Fig. 1) with which I deal in this article, 
I consider several aspects of reproduction of labor power in a modern Japanese city 
from a local perspective. First of all, I will briefly consider a social and geographical 
position of Moji in the context of Japanese modernization. I shall describe the 
constitution of urban space and then the laborer's living conditions, coal stevedores' in 
particular. I consider the representation of  'stereotypes' given to them by outsiders 
(Chapter 2). Secondly I shall discuss the effects of the representation upon the  rela-
tionship between urban policy and the restructuring of laborers' living conditions. 
And then I would like to focus attention on some components of urban  policy  : food 
supply, education, welfare, and surveillance (Chapter 3). I shall point out two  issues  :
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firstly the intervention of the state in the reproduction of labor power raises or 
intensifies discrimination and this discrimination is a necessary condition in reproduc-
ing a social  formation  ; secondly that the populace claim realization of individual 
desires from the state produces a strong national system and the intervention of the 
state into the realm of everyday life in more depth, and leads to a nationalistic 
consciousness or movements from  'underclass'. Although the connection between a 
nationalistic consciousness and the individual claims depends upon the situation, it is 
important to note that discourse which produces and legitimates discrimination is an 
important factor in this connection.
2 Urbanization process in Moji, 18904930 
2.1. Urban setting 
   Moji experienced a drastic transformation of external spatial relations and inte-
rior spatial structures between 1890 and 1930. We may also be able to say that this 
transformation considerably symbolized some aspects or stages of modernization of 
urban society in Japan as a whole. 
   Originally Moji was only a small fishing and farming village, before a port area 
was constructed by the Moji Reclamation Company. The first reclamation was 
launched in 1889 and then Moji was endorsed as an ordinance-designated port by the 
central government in 1901. 
   As the  'Industrial Revolution' rapidly developed in the 1890s, the Japanese econ-
omy became increasingly concerned with the production of exports. And in order to 
seek out foreign markets and resources, Japan took an active role in imperialistic 
struggles over territory. After the Sino-Japanese War (1894-5) and the Russo-
Japanese War (1904-5), Japan invaded Taiwan, Southern Sakhalin, the Korean Penin-
sular, Northeast China and the like, and these imperialistic expansions were steadily 
increased until the end of the Second World War. In this expansion, Moji became one 
of the most important export ports in western Japan because of its strategic impor-
tance. Although at the beginning the main exports were cotton yarn and coal which 
was mined in the Chikuho region, from 1900 the amount of coal as a percentage of total 
exports sharply  declined2), as the focus of coal exporting became concentrated on 
Wakamatsu Port. However, regional competitiveness of Moji as an export port was 
enhanced by the development of the Kitakyushu industrial  zone') and its favorable 
position in both of domestic and Asian markets. Branch offices of many major 
trading companies (including foreign ones), banks and transport and communication 
industry companies were established and formed a business district (Akigusa 1952). 
Furthermore, as the army used this port as a point of departure for the Asian 
mainland, Moji increased its importance militarily as well.
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Table 1 Population growth of Moji, 1884-1926
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Households Population
1884 
1890 
1894 
1900 
1907 
1912 
1926
 515 
 750 
2,315 
6,400 
11,980 
12,381 
19,720
2,660 
6,917 
10,078 
34,070 
52,725 
68,528 
96,358
 Source  :
"Moji City history "  (1933).
   But the rapid increase of the population, as shown in Table 1, brought about many 
urban problems in this newly-developed space. Urban infrastructures, for example, 
the road system water networks and sewage systems, had not been constructed or 
improved for a long time. Although municipal officials regarded an insalubrious 
urban environment as a critical problem socially and economically, they were unable 
to make policies to overcome these issues fundamentally. The main reason was an 
unstable fiscal condition. The proportion of tax arrears was very high level, because 
most of the inhabitants were composed of temporary or short-term lower-class 
laborers. Although many factories such as an arsenal and a cement plant were in 
operation, loading and unloading projects requiring general cargo and coal stevedores, 
other land transportation jobs (stable hands) and the construction industry were
Table 2 Number and average wages of laborers, 1905
Occupation
Male (%)
No.
Female (%)
   No. 
Total (%)
Average wages (per day) 
Male Female (sen)
Coal Stevedore 
Factory worker 
Warehouse labourer 
Day laborer 
Rickshaw man 
Sailor 
Temporary employee 
 of the army 
Other laborer
9,375 ( 67.5) 
 796 ( 84.1) 
 500 ( 55.2) 
 413 ( 66.2) 
 250 ( 83.9) 
 208 (100.0) 
 100( 48.3) 
 829 ( 55.0)
4,511 (32.5) 
 150(15.9) 
 406(44.8) 
 211(33.8) 
 48(16.1)  
(  ) 
 107  (51.7) 
678 (45.0)
13,886 
 946 
 906 
 624 
 298  (
 208 
 207 
1,507
74.7) 
 5.1) 
 4.9) 
3.4) 
1.6) 
1.1) 
1.1) 
8.1)
 75') 
60 
57.7 
58 
56 
69 
59 
40
 40' 
24 
21.2 
21 
13 
21 
16
Total 12,471
 
( 67.1) 6,111 (32.9) 18,582 (100.0)
 1) Real 
 Source  :
income is 
 Fukuoka
56.1 (male) and 38.7 (female). 
Nichinichi Shinbun, 28 June 1905.
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Fig. 2 Main birthplace of coal stevedores of Moji 1905, aggregated by prefecture. 
 Note  : There were 3,121 coal stevedores who were born in other places. 
 Source  : Fukuoka Nichinichi Shinbun, 28 June 1905.
principal parts of employment in Moji. It was not only goods that were transferred, 
but also many immigrants who had different social backgrounds and geographic 
origins inundated Moji port seeking job opportunity (see Table  2  ; Fig. 2). At first a 
lot of immigrants were single male laborers and were usually employed as coal 
stevedores. 
   It would be unrealistic to assume that this huge influx of the population had no 
serious effects on urban milieu. Above all it was those who were indigenous to Moji 
who experienced rapid social transformation and were suddenly faced with various 
urban questions. These events markedly changed the context of their everyday life. 
Although they intended to cope with these  difficulties, they did not have any effective 
means or methods to solve them. For employers or municipal  officials it was impor-
tant, but  difficult to unify the heterogeneity of people and it was only in the 1920s that 
urban bureaucrats or planners began to approach these problems practically. 
   In the following section we shall discuss laborers' living conditions or ways of life 
in general and the lot of coal stevedores in particular and pay attention to the imagery 
surrounding  them  : what kind of imagery was given to them by other social groups or 
the mass  media  ?
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2.2. Living conditions and ways of life of stevedores 
   We could classify laborers' groups into some  strata  : stevedores, factory workers, 
stable hands, miscellaneous urban services, day laborers and so on. In these strata the 
coal stevedores who loaded vessels with coal were the largest group. It is said that 
there were approximately 3,000-6,000 coal stevedores on average between 1890 and 
1930, though seasonal or periodical changes were marked. For instance, during the 
Russo-Japanese War the number of coal stevedores was about 14,000 (see Table 2) and 
the proportion of stevedores to the population amounted to 31.5 percent. They were 
divided into two sub-groups by form of  employment) 
   One sub-group belonged to  Kumi' institutions which the original contractors 
organized in order to employ stevedores and it was engaged in subcontracting work 
from the large coal corporation. There were about twelve Kumis in the late 1900s 
and Kumi institutions had a rigid job hierarchy from  Kumigashira' and  Kogashira' at 
the top, down to coal stevedores. Bosses or foremen, who were called Kogashira, 
employed and controlled about 40 stevedores directly. Not only did they oversee 
stevedores in the labor process of coal loading projects, but also supplied the daily 
necessities of stevedores and looked after their livelihood. Though stevedores were 
paid wages by the Kogashira according to their labor ability and positions, their living 
expenses were deducted from their wages by the Kumigashira and Kogashira. And 
stevedores were exploited twice by a Kumigashira and Kogashira. Hence coal steve-
dores depended upon a Kogashira and were forced to pledge strong allegiance to him. 
Consequently in many cases the relationship between a Kogashira and stevedores was 
that of surrogate parent and their children and not of a modern employer-employee 
relationship. 
   While married stevedores lived in a rented house with their family, unmarried ones 
who were employed by a single Kogashira lived in the same row house together and had 
close-knit relationships in the sphere of workplace and everyday life. So it seemed 
that they held a shared sense of belonging or loyalty to their own Kumi and some sort 
of group homogeneity developed each other. In other words, they built their own 
peculiar  life-world' under the Kumi institution. On the contrary the relationship 
between several Kumis was always contestable, except that they required the holding 
company to raise wages of stevedores and made an employment agreements with each 
other. 
   The other sub-group comprised coal stevedores who didn't belong to the Kumi 
institution and worked by the day. A  kogashira usually considered them as  'reserve 
army' and hired them as a  'regulated valve of employment', because a day's or week's 
work load varied extremely. When stormy weather was prolonged and loading 
conducts had been suspended, they immediately faced great hardship and their liveli-
hoods were always unstable. However, at least they were released from some con-
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straints within the Kumi institution. 
   And a lot of women worked at loading and unloading projects as well (Hayashi 
1983). Though they worked with male laborers under the same conditions, their 
wages levels were lower than those of male laborers and employers relied heavily on 
this cheap or 'docile' women's labor power. 
   Therefore, many stevedores livedand worked within a rigid hierarchy, and lacked 
mutual relationships. From this point it would be difficult to imagine that all steve-
dores had a sense of 'class consciousness' or  'collective identity' with each other. In 
1901 some socialists wrote that "As a lot of laborers are concentrated in Moji, this city 
will become a central site for labor movements in the future" (Hikari, 1 January 1906), 
but this prospect did not prove right for the reasons mentioned above. Moreover, 
mobility of laborers was very high and they moved from company to comapny, from 
one occupation to another. It seemes that this was a main reason for the lack of 
collective identity among laborers too. And employers were always troubled by this 
high mobility as well, because the conducts of coal loading were very hard work and 
a skilled labor force was necessary for each work process. So they were forced to 
grapple with  difficult problems of labor  ` discipline'" and in particular the attitude of 
stevedores to their jobs which was entirely different to the ideal view of their foremen. 
This was a critical  issue  :
   "Stevedores take rests frequently besides re
gulated breaks. Moji port spends 
   much more time on coal loading than other ports (for example, Nagasaki) and we 
   have to improve labor productivity or  efficiency so as to increase our competitive-
   ness." (Moji Shinpo 31 August 1895). 
   Foremen, in particular, tried to intensify the discipline of time in the workplace 
and with the introduction of machines the tempo of coal loading projects was stepped 
up remarkably well during the 1910s. In this process employers or foremen became 
aware of the importance of 'education' which might be able to inculcate future laborers 
with a sense of punctuality. I shall return to this point in chapter 3.2. 
   Here we consider how other people perceived stevedores' living conditions or ways 
of life. Though stevedores were concentrated in some areas and these areas were 
very close to the center spatially, they were segregated socially and this led other 
people to have a peculiar image or  'stereotype' of the stevedores' way of life. 
Newspapers played a central role in producing these kinds of images and some 
newspapers' reporters explored and 'discovered' these areas and reported their living 
conditions. 
   "They spend a lot of money drinking or gambling
, and are always fighting in the 
   street, whereas their residential area is overcrowded and very insanitary, and their 
   houses remain very  small and in a six-mat room all members of a family (from 
   four to six persons) live together. Their clothes are shabby or some people are
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   naked. They  live from hand to mouth and have little interest in their houses and 
   clothes and have no idea of sanitation. And many children don't enter school. It 
   is extremely difficult for us to understand their way of life or mentality". (Moji
 Shinpo, 11-13 October 1911) 
   Needless to say, they alone were not responsible for their poor living environ-
ments, rather house owners, mostly Kogashiras, were more responsible for this situa-
tion. Because they hardly invested anything in their properties or repaired their poor 
houses out of the rent regardless of police directives and they made high profits. But 
in many cases newspapers selected and coded the information which emphasized only 
the  'different' aspects of their way of life. And this difference was usually explained 
from an  'essentialist'  viewpoint  : their attitudes or mentality were explained in connec-
tion with the  'innate characters' or  'blood' and they were considered to be  'natural 
states'. 
   The formation and proliferation of these kinds of  'stereotypes', mostly negative 
ones, increased the discrimination against coal stevedores. In 1901 a journalist made 
the following proposal in a  newspaper  :
   "We had better build a new clean  'village' for lower-class laborers in a suburb and 
   let them go to work from this  'village'. This  'village' should be enclosed by a wall 
   and have only one entrance and the entrance should always be watched by the 
   police. If laborers move to this village, other harmful facilities such as brothels 
   would move near the village as well. If this plan is carried out,we will be able to 
   solve two major problems in Moji, preserving public health and social order, 
   simultaneously." (Moji  Shinpo, 27, 29 June 1901) 
   Later this sort of proposal became more real and was imprinted on people's minds 
powerfully, when issues of public health became a concern. As contagious diseases,
Table 3 Number of cases and deaths of contagious  diseases  : 
       Moji, 1900-1924
Cases Deaths
1900 
1902 
1905 
1907 
1908 
1912 
1916 
1924
653 
676 
216 
627 
495 
272 
301 
475
174 
443 
75 
360 
207 
149 
136 
111
 Source  : 1900-1905 ; "Moji water supply history" (1963). 
 1907-1924  ; "Moji City history"  (1933).
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cholera, typhiod abdominalis and so forth, were prevalent (Table 3), and disrupted 
urban economic or social activities, fiscal conditions and everyday life, disease-control 
measures became an urgent problem for central and local government. For example, 
when cholera was epidemic in 1902, the director of a hospital  said  : 
   "Moji is divided into two parts. One part is a city of gentlemen and the other is 
   a city of stevedores. Certainly the latter brings much wealth to Moji, but it 
   causes a great deal of damage to the urban economy and the inhabitants." (Moji
 Shinpo, 31 August 1902) 
   From the point of view of sanitation, the police and the municipal government 
regarded stevedores as "dangerous people". In order to prevent urban crisis from the 
real or imagined dangers of stevedores, administrators or social workers were going 
to intervene the stevedores' way of life and  'enlighten' their way of thinking. And 
they set themselves to visit lower class neighbourhoods and observe the living condi-
tions more in detail. 
   In August 1911, Dr. Shigejiro OGAWA, who was well-known as one of pioneers 
studying the prison system in Japan and later organized new government-private 
partnerships of social work ("District Welfare Committee") in Osaka City, visited a 
stevedores' residential area. 
   "Their living conditions are very miserable. Their houses are very small and bad, 
   the alleyways are in an insanitary condition as well. But it is surprising for me 
   that the wages of these people are relatively higher than those of other cities. 
   They are able to earn rather high incomes (about 1 yen per day), even thoughthey 
   can't work everyday. They, however, don't have any idea about economizing on 
   food expenses or saving money. So we may be able to improve their attitudes and 
   ideas by restructuring the interior space of their households". (Fukuoka Nichini-
   chi Shinbun, 6, 7 August 1911) 
   As a 'professional' he pointed out another aspect of problems concerning the 
lower-classes in  Moji  : what matters about their way of life is not only an 'economic' 
or indigent problem, but rather a  'moral' one. He insisted on the importance of 
housing design as  'moral power' and the  'home' has both physical and social dimen-
sions. Here, what is important is that moral improvement is associated with the 
restructuring of  'living space' and a poor environment is perceived as a breeding 
ground for crime and disorder. 
   In the 1910s the increasing significance of women within this interior space was 
recognized by some social workers. This interior space came to be coded as 'femi-
nine' and then as home-maker women were expected to control this space and be 
responsible for the role of nutrition or education within this space. The significance 
of women in the household as well as the labor market drastically changed the position 
of women in society and the reproduction of gender relations. This means that in
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order to grasp urban social structures as correctly as possible a household becomes the 
most basic unit and central or local governments begin to constructively intervene this 
space by means of various kinds of social surveys. 
   Moreover, it is assumed that in this context the lower-classes themselves, too, 
would seek establishment of a household to obtain better living conditions. So I could 
suppose that both movements from above and below directly transformed various 
aspects of the reproduction of labor power. In other words, if firstly administration 
improves or changes the customs of the lower-classes and then those people demand 
administration guarantee certain living conditions based on these newly established 
customs, and the government should intervene in the realm of daily life more exten-
sively. Therefore, we could say that the problems concerning the reproduction of 
labor power intensively represent conflicts and/or an  'affinity' between class, gender 
and other social groups, and the state.
3 The problems around reproduction of labor power 
   Recently a considerable number of geographical studies have been made on the 
reproduction of labor power and have revealed that the reproduction of labor power 
is not a simple or automatic process, but is involved in economic, political, social and 
cultural spheres and includes many conflicts or struggles, because labor power is 
basically a special commodity and is reproduced outside the sphere of the immediate 
relations of production (Harvey 1982). The term of  'reproduction' means not only 
physical or biological reproduction, but also social or cultural one. The former is a 
short-term problem, food, shelter, leisure and so on, which enables laborers to work 
the next day. The latter is a long-term problem which is to bring up the next 
generation of laborers. 
   I shall pay attention to only three problems in this chapter. To begin with, I deal 
with the issues of food supply which is a fundamental component in maintaining and 
reproducing urban social life. Secondly I shall consider the issues concerning the 
discipline of people. I will refer to the education of pauper children, and the control 
of urban space and spatial practices for the Emperor's visit. Finally I will briefly 
consider the meaning of social surveys and its impact on the everyday life of the 
people. The debates over social surveys represent the transformation of  perspec-
tives : the way the classification of people is framed as a social  issue.°
3.1. Feeding people 
   It is obvious that food problems are closely related to the maintenance of social 
order on the one hand, and to the debates over the making of  'healthy body' on the 
other hand. The constitution of a  'healthy body' was a basic necessity for being able
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to reproduce the population with a certain quality and that was also regarded as a 
necessary condition for increasing the national wealth as a whole. In regard to the 
 `healthy body'
, much attention has been given to the knowledge of medical science or 
training in the army. The knowledge of medical science played a central role in 
producing standard awareness about  'healthy body' and military training in the army 
was one of normative models for transforming different practices into  'ideal' or 
standard form. But a detailed examination of these issues is beyond the scope of this 
paper. 
   As the available land in Moji was always extremely limited, and moreover, most 
of the peasants had gradually abandoned farming and moved to urban areas as manual 
laborers under urbanization, supply of farm products had not been steady or adequate 
for a long time. According to research by the Moji Chamber of Commerce (1927), 
about 90 percent of vegetables consumed in Moji depended upon crops produced in 
other regions (Moji  Shinpo  , 3, 5-7 November 1927). With the increased consumption 
of vegetables, average prices became higher than those in other cities and prices 
fluctuated extremely. Furthermore the quality of perishables was not good in general. 
   These conditions were very disadvantageous to the inhabitants, vendors and 
wholesalers of Moji. Most of vendors went to Simonoseki City, Yamaguchi Prefec-
ture, to stock farm products or fresh fish. On the other hand many hawkers came to 
Moji almost everyday. This situation was an obstacle to the development of retail 
functions in Moji. 
   And from the viewpoint of sanitation too, the police viewed non-fresh products as 
unsanitary and dangerous seeds of contagious diseases. The municipal government, 
however, confronted other urban problems such as water and gas supply, and the 
building of a public hospital and library, and could not afford to improve the system 
of food supply. 
   In considering issues of food supply, it would be impossible to ignore the activities 
of hawkers and street stall keepers. They were imperative to the survival of laborers 
and supplied various basic foodstuffs (vegetables, fruits, fresh and dry fish, bean or 
chicken soup, alcohol, milk etc.), and daily snacks. On the other hand for almost all 
hawkers, hawking was the only source or strategy of possible employment and income, 
and some hawkers vended ices during the summer and miscellaneous goods during the 
winter. Concerning the relationships of hawkers and laborers, it seemed that hawkers 
and lower-class laborers lived under the same circumstances and usually traded in 
cash and then shared in their own rules of trade which were based on local social 
bonds. It was also a precious occasion to communicate the information which was 
indispensable to their living. It was usual for  'upper-middle class', on the contrary, to 
do trading in credit and each class had its own ways of trade. 
   The municipal government and the police tried to prohibit and control the activ-
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ities of hawkers and stall keepers, citing health problems, unsightly landscape and 
illegal occupancy of the streets. Municipal officials regarded the food supplied by 
hawkers and street stall keepers as dangerous to public health, and also street stalls 
on the main thoroughfare of Moji Station were perceived as noxious and dishonorable, 
and the antithesis of a  'modern' urban landscape. The municipal government, there-
fore, intended to clear this health hazard from urban space and multiplied street 
control rules (including location of stalls on the street, removal of animal excrement 
and garbage, location of advertisements and posters, and so on). The police too 
intensified pressure on waitress services at the  'Cafe', prostitutes and beggings, because 
they were considered to be a great menace to the preservation of public morals and 
spoil the beauty of Moji as the  'gateway of Japanese Empire'. The inhabitants were 
assigned to the responsibility for keeping their streets and drains clean on a daily 
bases. The struggles between municipal officials and street traders had continued 
until the early 1920s, for even municipal  officials were forced to recognize that hawking 
was essential to urban social life. 
   At the national level, some social workers and scholars had already perceived the 
increased significance of the stabilization of the food supply and had claimed since the 
early 1900s that the central or local government was responsible for the food supply of 
the population. As a solution they laid much insistence on the necessity of a  'regulat-
ed' market, both retail and wholesale, and some central bureaucrats certainly recongn-
ized its significance as well (Harada 1991). But various kinds of food policies were 
almost never developed, until a great historical event in modern Japanese society 
occurred. It was  '  Komesodo (the riot against soaring of rice price)' which was 
explosive in August 1917 that had great impacts on economic, political and social 
structures. Immediately after the First World War the prices of foodstuffs skyrocket-
ed (see Table 4) and the riot was explosive in small villages in Toyama Prefecture, 
central Japan, and spread to other regions at once. Not only the police but also the 
army was dispatched to suppress this riot. In Fukuoka Prefecture, the riot broke out 
in some  cities  : Moji, Tobata, Yahata, Omuta, and the Chikuho mining region. In 
Moji, during two days people attacked some rice shops and demanded retailers cut 
their price and about two hundred people were arrested by the police. 
   In many studies so far, it has been assumed that most of participants of this riot
Table 4 Price index of staple foods, 1915-1919
Year Rice Beef Sugar Carrot Japanese white radish
1915 
1919
100.0 
357.6
100.0 
218.2
100.0 
181.1
100.0 
454.5
 100.0 
272.2
 Source  : Moji  ShinPo  , 2 August 1919.
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belonged to the lower classes, while some recent studies reinvestigated this view and 
tried to shed light on the another side of this riot. Here I argue for focusing on two 
points. At first, during the First World War the wages of lower-class laborers had 
risen remarkably, and they came to enjoy relatively high living conditions (Onjo 1994). 
For example, they selected domestic rice and were not prepared to eat imported rice. 
Once they got better living conditions, it was very  difficult to reduce these conditions 
and they demanded that the government should sustain their standard of living. 
Secondly, it has to be noticed that not only the lower classes but also the  'middle  class'" 
was damaged by the skyrocketing of foodstuff prices. Except those who belonged to 
the upper social strata, many people, including the middle class, felt hardship. So the 
central or local government was required to deal with projects to avoid social crisis 
and resolve the wide range of demands from the people. 
   Paradoxically, it could be supposed that this riot was the critical moment that the 
power of central or local government was intensified and began to intervene in the 
realm of everyday life. The demands for a certain standard of living from the people 
brought about the opportunity for the state to directly intervene in the life of common 
people. That is to say, the state enlarged the operation of power through  'infras-
tructural power' (Driver 1993), being supported by the  'desires' of the nation. As 
Kojita (1991) pointed out, the expansion of the state is not separable from national 
desires for better living conditions from  'below'. It means that  'power' is exercised 
from above not only to prohibit certain sorts of social and spatial practices, but also 
to invent new ways of acting and thinking. The ideology of dominant classes not only 
controls the ideas of the oppressed, but also produces certain desires. Therefore,  'the 
state apparatus is both a medium and outcome of social relations' (Driver 1985) and it 
is not an instrument of the ruling class or is not determined by the imperative of the 
capitalist mode of production, but an aggregated sphere of struggles and  'affinity' 
between the oppressor and the oppressed. Those who accept these  'generalized' 
desires are likely to be antagonistic to the state, when they persist in looking after 
 `egocentric' interests alone. On the other hand they probably become enthusiastic 
nationalists, when their desires are absorbed into the state apparatus. While in the 
external context the menace of the Western powers and two wars inspired the common 
people with nationalist sentiment, in the internal context the demands to be better-off 
increased the adherence of them to the state and in this case, subject positions were 
constituted around the interests of the state apparatus. 
   When riots were explosive, men of influence living in particular areas started to 
give aid to the poor and contributed money or rice to the municipal government. 
They led the van of relief work and as a temporary measure municipal officials 
organized a relief work committee which mainly consisted of those people. With this 
money, the municipal government and the relief work committee rationed out or
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organized bargain sales of imported rice and vegetables. This committee continued 
many temporary activites, until some standing measures were instituted by the 
municipal government. Among them, the municipally-run market which was 
controlled by a local agency, was regarded as one of the most significant facilities for 
introducing  efficient price control. These municipally-run markets were launched in 
six major cities (Osaka, Tokyo, Kyoto, Nagoya, Kobe, Yokohama) and spread to local 
cities rapidly. In Moji the first municipally-run market was set-up in downtown area 
of Oimatu in September 1919 and the second one in Shirakizaki, in the western part of 
Moji, in December 1919 by the relief work committee,and then three markets were 
established (see Table 5). After this committee dissolved, both markets were transfer-
red to the management of the municipal government. At this market basic foodstuffs, 
rice, charcoal, beef, pork, soy sauce, sugar and vegetables and so forth, were sold at 
an official price which was cheaper than the retail price by 10-30 percent. The 
facilities were composed of two  parts  : a building with a roof and open-air market 
place. In case of the former retailers, they were designated as such by municipal 
 officials and as compensation for selling at  official prices, they were given some 
advantages, for example, exemption from charges during a few months. The latter 
was mainly used by hawkers who were excluded from streets and they were required 
to pay the charge for renting a lot everyday. On the opening day about twenty 
thousand people inundated this market for cheaper foods (Moji Shinpo, 26 September 
1919). So it could be inferred that this market was welcomed and used by not only the 
lower classes but also the  'middle class'. Though some people came to criticize this 
market for the bad quality of food  (cheap and nasty') and worse service, it had a great 
impact on the traditional way of trading. So there were a lot of conflicts between 
municipal officials and ordinary retailers about the way of appointing market retailers, 
setting prices and so on. 
   It seemed that there were two main aims of the foundation of this market. The 
first was to stabilize the fresh food supply and manage or standardize food prices
Table 5 Municipally-run markets in Moji
Site
Average sales per month 
 (Yen)
Number of stores Year of establishment
Oimatu 
Shirakizaki 
Daili 
Old-Moji 
Tanoura
14,054 
1,074 
2,461 
 460 
 624
75 
14 
12 
4 
4
1919 
1919 
1923 
1925 
1925
 Source  : "Moji City history" (1933).
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 within the city. The next most important point was to intervene in the traditional 
 conduct of commerce or stipulated price setting that had been directed by trade 
 associations and to frame new patterns of consumption. The existing distribution 
 system which centered on vending and buying on credit was so complex and irrational 
 that it became an obstacle to the quick circulation of capital or goods and money. In 
 other words, the municipal government intended to construct new norms of commerce. 
    Against the increasing influence of municipally-run market and the emergence of 
 department store, guildes of wholesalers and retailers struggled so as to protect the 
 pre-existing trading system. This movement also changed the power relations of 
 urban politics, for these transformations weakened economic bases of groups who had 
 dominated urban politics and had represented the restricted interests to date. As 
 retailers and wholesalers resisted this new policy vigorously and these problems were 
 discussed at the city council again and again, construction of a new regulated market 
 did not develop as scheduled. 
    Furthermore, this resistance were not restricted to making political protests 
 against the municipal government. Retailers tried to develop various survival strat-
 egies. For instance, their organizations began to reconstruct their streets and make 
 a more attractive space by the use of a new type of arch, street lamps, advertisements, 
 shop layout and the like. It is said that this  ` aestheticisation' of urban space contribut-
 ed to producing new ways of seeing and acting. As many journalists called attention 
 to the emergence of new styles of spatial practices — browsing and strolling around 
 the shopping district —, people enjoyed an experience of  'consumption in space' and 
 'consumption of space' and in some sense were confined in this space.
3.2. Disciplining people 
   I shall restrict our attention to only two aspects of disciplinary strategies. At a 
glance, it seems that these two aspects don't have any relationship to each other, but 
they have a certain purpose that produces the 'obedient nation'. In the first, I deal 
with the education of pauper children with parents and single-parents or without 
 parents  ; in the second, the event of 'the Emperor's visit'. In recent studies of histori-
cal sociology, history and so on, it has been revealed that the Emperor's visit had an 
impact on the realm of everyday life in general and the spatial practices and represen-
tations of people in particular. After the  Meiji Restoration in 1868, magnificent 
national ceremonies were invented and held by the central government frequently, and 
had an effect on 'mentality' and attitudes of common people (see Fujitani 1994). The 
pageantry surrounding the Emperor's visit made it an important event in local cities 
in particular. In the process of the formation of the nation-state, these pageantries 
functioned as an opportunity for the social and cultural integration of people with 
various differences into the myth of a single  'Japanese nation'.
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3.2.1. Educating and training pauper children 
   In 1911 the municipal government established a special institution for educating 
pauper children within two elementary schools. According to the municipal statistics 
for 1909, elementary school attendance was 95 percent and it was a very high percent-
age considering the high mobility of the population. But there existed a great number 
of people who didn't register themselves at the municipal office. In fact many children 
didn't enter an elementary school and were fully unable to be grasped by municipal 
statistics. 
   At the time children were considered to be a valuable labor power and their 
parents also had little interest in the educational system. Some laborers even looked 
down on schoolteachers because of their low wage level. After the First World War 
the increase in the real wages of teachers was relatively lower than those of manual 
laborers and some laborers valued only their work skills and still did not accept the 
 `modern' ideology that educational background was an important component for living 
and elevating their status in society. So it was rather difficult to force pauper children 
into going to school and taking classes. At first teachers had to make an effort to look 
for these children in the streets,find out their houses and persuade their parents to let 
them enter the institution. As shown in Table 6, most of their parents were engaged 
in coal loading and teachers were frequently bewildered by the different attitudes of 
the  children  :
   "Their attitude is very rowdy
,and they don't aquire a sense of discipline and have 
   a very suspicious nature, because of a lack of affection from their parentsand 
   effective family discipline." (Moji Shinpo, 13 June 1915) 
   Municipal officials considered juvenile deliquency, for example, deviant or crimi-
nal behavior and fighting, to be one of the most serious problems and they were afraid 
that these activities would cause social disorder and give a bad impression to outsiders. 
They also thought that in the future these children's activities had a possibility of 
disturbing social norms and the sense of  'national identity' which the government had
Table 6 Occupation of parents whose children attended at special 
       education, 1917
Occupation  No. Percent (%)
Loading-unloading coal 
Daily labour 
Hawking 
Urban miscellaneous
118 
23 
16 
 4
73.3 
14.3 
9.9 
 2.5
Total 161 100.0
 Source  : "Report of Moji municipal office" (1918).
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tried to inculcate in people. As many influential persons also contributed money or 
goods to the institutions, in both public and private spheres they came to be gradually 
interested in changing the behaviors of these children as well as their families and 
instilling them with a deep attachment to the place of Moji. These children were 
separated from both their own life-world and other children and this separation was 
thought a useful strategy for stopping the  'contagion' in two ways. 
   Therefore, this institution represented official efforts to grasp people who had 
existed outside the social structures so far. And, as mentioned above, the ultimate 
aim of this educational institution was to improve the attitudes of pauper children and 
made them  'good citizens' or  'self-regulated' individuals. Teachers imposed some 
special subjects on the children in order to cultivate aesthetic or moral sentiments and 
customs different to the class and group to which they belonged.  'Moral' education 
was regarded as an attempt at impressing children with the virtues of saving, manners, 
obedience, labor and punctuality. For instance, in order to form a sensitive mind, 
teachers made pauper children produce dolls or gave them an opportunity to take a 
bath one or two times per week so as to make them get into the habit of bathing and 
inspire the idea of a  'clean or health body' in them. 
   And, as a result of the activities of elementary schoolteachers, the municipal 
government was able to grasp the living conditions of lower class laborers or paupers 
 correctly. In fact, these activities were at the forefront of social survey in Moji. 
They inquired into place of origin, occupation and income and in some cases, teachers 
became advisers in order to improve their living conditions. 
   In the process of this discipline, the increasing importance of education was 
gradually perceived by those who accepted the dominant ideology. In the second half 
of 1910s, the desire for an educational background rose rapidly and penetrated into 
people from all levels of society. For example, the stevedores' cooperative began to 
aid higher-educational expenses for their children (also see Chapter. 3.3.). From this 
situation, we could understand the changes of stevedore's attitudes towards educa-
tional background and the self-esteem of individuals. That occupying high status 
within the social structure became a central purpose in social life means that the 
difference among various groups with their own norms had vanished and integrated 
into a single-value system. The difference between people was replaced by the social 
standings within which the various capacity of people is calculable and judged by a 
single  standard  : efficiency. And at the same time, we should notice that in compul-
sory education the discourse concerning the Emperor played an essential role in 
making  'national  identity'". This operation of power were not restricted within a 
narrow school building, but restructured urban space immediately. 
3.2.2. The impact of the Emperor's visit on spatial practices 
   In November 1911 the Emperor of Meiji visited Moji on the way to Kumamoto
Power, Social Discipline and the Control of Urban Space 61
Prefecture (reviewing large-scale manoeuvres carried out by the army). In order to 
welcome the Emperor safely, the municipal government set out detailed projects and 
restructured a part of the urban space. For instance, buildings were decorated with 
beautiful ornaments, streets were paved with white gravel and the "Ryokumon (Green 
Arch)", which was very popular in Japanese modern urban landscape for welcoming a 
member of the Imperial family or the army, was constructed in the main street. The 
unsightly areas of the urban landscape, dirty streets, unsightly buildings, insanitary 
drains and street stalls, were renovated or removed entirely or concealed temporarily. 
And officials or policemen inspected the sanitary conditions of the row houses of 
stevedores over and over again. Furthermore, the municipal government prepared 
detailed rules to monitor the conduct of people and the police intensified their surveil-
lance  network  : controlling streets or buildings and the social practices of people on 
the streets. And these diverse activities led to discrimination against particular 
groups such as paupers, insane patients, the handicapped, drunkards, beggars and the 
like. On the one hand the police and the municipal government selected only elemen-
tary school children and those who were certainly regarded as  'desirables' or  'proper 
citizens' and in order to welcome the Emperor they were mobilized on the main street. 
At this scene all of them were prohibited from conducting themselves their own way 
and were strictly forced to act in the same manner. On the other hand the discriminat-
ed people were excluded from this scene, locked up in their houses and put under rigid 
surveillance, so the municipal government could carefully conceal their existence from 
the Emperor's eyes. 
   In addition to these short-term policies, a new landscape was developed in order 
to keep this visit in memory of the people for a long term. After this visit the 
Emperor rewarded the municipal government with five hundred yen. The municipal 
government made use of this money and created a project to construct a memorial 
park to the Meiji Emperor, and it completed in 1916. This Japanese style park 
became a  'place of  collective memory' where the virtues of the Meiji Emperor were 
represented for the next generations. Of course, this collective memory was not 
always shared among all those who lived in Moji. People didn't always remember this 
memory faithfully and sometimes re-interpreted it in another social context. 
   The state acted upon the  'mythical' power of the Emperor to make some people 
participate in a series of national ceremonies voluntarily and to integrate them into the 
faithful  '  treiger' of nationality, while other people were discriminated or suppressed 
more severely and became more marginalized groups even in everyday life. As they 
were considered to be unable to work and do their own part in society, they were 
confined to a specific space, the hospital or other public institutions, and entirely 
separated from society. Many good  'citizens' took it for granted that these groups 
were very dangerous to society and should be excluded, confined and rehabilitated
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completely. I would argue that in the formation of  'clean urban space' not only 
physical coercion but also discursive power, which legitimates and  'naturalizes' a 
historically-specific object of exclusion, operated at various levels effectively. And 
the power of discourse which classifies people in various ways, operates on the issues 
concerning urban social policy most remarkably.
3.3. Classifying people 
   After  '  Komesodo' the Ministry of Interior demanded local governments establish 
a special department or division that dealt with social work for  'institutionalization' of 
social policy. In Fukuoka Prefecture, the department of social work was established 
in some cities immediately, but the real activities did not proceed until the second half 
of 1920s. A central bureaucrat made an inspection of social work programs in 
Fukuoka Prefecture and said as  followed  : 
   "The Kitakyushu industrial area is as prominent as the Hanshin area in Japan. 
   But the institutions of social work remain incomplete in comparison to Osaka or
   Kobe. Not only the central government but also local public organizations haveto 
   complete these institutions as soon as possible." (Fukuoka Nichinichi Shinbun,13 
  June 1927) 
   The local government, however, did not have any special knowledge or the budget 
for social work. In this situation the Moji municipal government was quick to invite 
a specialist in social work, who had graduated from Doshisha University and already 
handled social work at Yokohama City, and started social surveys for social work in 
April 1921. He established some projects, a public employment agency, day-care 
center and public pawnshop, and they were embodied gradually. And the municipal 
government, the police, and the public employment agency had actively conducted 
numerous social surveys concerning the living conditions of  lower class laborers, the 
unemployed, paupers, those who lived on the water and foreign laborers from Korean 
or China and so  forth. 
   The increasing importance of social surveys reflected some issues over the 
classification of  people  : how the poor was classified or what kind of criteria was more 
effective to draw the line among different strata of the poor. With the development 
of social work, central or local governments aimed to classify into more detailed 
categories people who had been mixed up so far and carry out a  'suitable' policy for 
each category more economically. And in the context of intensification and 
diversification of social policy or work,the special knowledge system of social science 
operated upon the realm of everyday life as a  'power'. 
   Among some social works, "Homen iinkai (District Welfare  Committee')" was 
one of the most important institutions. In 1924 it was launched in Moji and Omuta by 
the Fukuoka prefectural government and the member of this committee were chosen
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and appointed from local philanthropists or influential persons by the prefectural 
governor. In Moji at first eight persons were appointed and in 1929 three persons were 
added to this committee, because the prefectural government approved of the results 
of their activitites. Each member covered 100-200 households within their neighbor-
hood and their fundamental tasks were as  follows  :
(1) 
(2)
(3)
for surveillance. A series of tasks meant the routinization and intensification of social 
 surveillance and that it was important that these tasks were not carried out in an 
 authoritative or compelling way by the police but in more flexible or 'sophisticated' one 
by private individuals. That is to say, the government intended to use the social bonds 
 of  the  neighborhood  as  an  ideological  apparatus  and  emphasized  the  idea  of  mutual-
aide.  Since  `Komesodo',  local  governments  had  strived  to  chose  collaborators  among 
 ordinary citizens and they were involved as 'assistants' of the administrationalsystem 
in order to prevent a riot from breaking out. Furthermore, their activities or 
 memoranda  were  reported  in  the  newspapers  and  the  miserable  living conditions of 
pauper attracted further attention from the public. 
   Added to this  official system, new institution was established in early 1920s. In 
January 1921 some Kumigashira and Kogashira established a stevedores' cooperative. 
This cooperative was composed of stevedores and employers who donated funds to this 
organization, and it mainly provided financial aid for stevedores who were incapable 
of working because of old age, injury, illness and so on., and for the educational 
expenses of their children. In October 1921 another cooperative was established 
which consisted of loading-unloading contractors, and in January 1922 its related 
institutions were  built  : a shop, an eating house, a rest station, and an employment 
agency mainly for stevedores without belonging to Kumi. The ultimate aim of these 
cooperatives was to stabilize and control working and living conditions of stevedores 
in a non-compulsory manner. This project was originally drawn up and promoted by 
the head of the local police force who was troubled by the deviant behaviors of 
stevedores not belonging to the Kumi institutions. These  'vagrant' stevedores were 
especially regarded as dishonorable or dangerous elements in urban society and it was 
expected that by these facilities they would come to live well-regulated lives and be 
subsumed under the disciplined work. 
   Here a new criterion of classification was emphasized by social  workers  : the idea 
of  'idleness'. In social surveys, it was important to draw the distinct line between 
those who rejected or didn't intend to work and those who were not able to work or
 routine survey of living conditions of inhabitants and paupers in particular. 
 taking care of the welfare of pauper households and guiding them to stand on 
 their own feet. 
 close-knit communicating with official social  work  : public-private partnership. 
This policy intended to reorganize neighborhoods and transform them into units 
r eillance. ries  s nt  tinization  nsification  ial 
il ance  t s ortant t se s re t rried t   
ritative  pelling    lice t  re ible  histicated'  
private individuals. That is to say, the government intended to use the social bonds 
. i hborho d      logical  aratus   hasized       tual-
 ce esodo',  l ernments   ived    se llaborators  ng 
i ary izens  y re lved  sistants'   inistrational tem 
er  vent t  aking t. rthermore, ir tivities  
Tioranda  re orted      spapers     i erable  i g ditions 
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to be  self-sufficient. Social policy divided the object of relief into segments and 
emphasized  'self-help' or  ` self-regulation', because this way was very economical and 
defused demands of people to the state. 'Idleness' therefore became the important 
criterion that reorganized mixed groups in some categories. But the production of 
this idea in some cases aggravated  'prejudice' against some groups under the neutral 
disguise of a  'scientific' survey. 
   Koreans, for example, were one of the worst victims of this ethnic prejudice. 
There were approximately one thousand Koreans living in Moji who were mostly 
brought to Japan by the policy of the colonial administration (about 21,000 in Fukuoka 
Prefecture as a whole). Most of Koreans were engaged in manual labour, for exam-
ple, dockers, mining workers, and engineering workers as shown in Table 7. They 
were subordinate to Japanese lower class laborers and in some cases the two groups 
competed for job opportunity. As Koreans were concentrated in some districts, 
Koreans and Japanese were separated spatially and socially, and this segregation 
created two worlds which scarcely interacted with each other. In this context the 
negative stereotype which was constructed by the newspapers or social surveys were 
only but selected information on Koreans' way of life. The imagery of Koreans as 
"idleness" or "rudeness" which was reproduced by newspaper reporters or social 
inspectors repeatedly, played a pivotal role in naturalizing and legitimating the bad 
treatment and discrimination over employment to Koreans. D. Harvey (1982) pointed 
out the relationship between the circulation of capital and existing social customs
Table 7 Occupation of Koreans in Moji, 1929
Construction and other 
   heavey labor
Retailing services 
Transportation
Miscellaneous  Unemplyoment
Stevedore 
Construction 
 laborers
401
256
Shop assistants 
Stable hands 
Delivery 
Retailer 
Cook 
Drivers 
Sailor
41 
10 
8 
6 
4 
3 
 1
Day laborers 
Lodging 
Night soil 
laborers 
Barmaid 
Newspaper men 
Apprentice 
Hawker 
Servant 
Agriculture 
laborers 
Other
200 
26
21 
12 
8 
7 
6 
5
2 
73
 Unemployment 386
Subtotal 657 73 360 386
 Source  : Park (1975).
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 precisely  : "Capitalists can and do seize upon such differentiations and actively use 
them to divide and rule the working class-hence the importance of racism, sexism, 
nationalism, religious and ethnic prejudice to the circulation of capital." 
   Although some people tried to 'assimilate' or integrate the Koreans into Japanese 
society, they remained marginalized economically and socially, because they too could 
not avoid the power of these representations. 
   Hence we should pay attention to the articulation of capitalistic social rules or 
 `imperative' and other social norms
, for example, gender, race, ethnicity and so on, in 
the disciplinalization of labor power in a specific time and space. In modernization 
existing social norms don't diminish its importance within the capitalistic mode of 
production, but are replaced in new societal contexts and given different meanings.
4 Concluding remarks 
   In this article I have discussed the relationships between the reproduction of labor 
power and the control of urban space in the context of complex power relations and 
practices. Here we could identify two kinds of the operation of  power  :  'confinement' 
and  'self-regulation'. As Foucault (1976) (also see, Fujitani 1994) already pointed out 
the relationship between  Tespace de  l'enfermement' and  Thomme des  nationalites'  , the 
power of  'confinement' expanded all sphere of social life beyond the walls of individual 
institutions. By the operation of power  'invisible space' was transformed into  'trans-
parent or homogenous space', social life was made  'visible' and some people was 
confined in this newly-invented space at various scales or other people became a 
subject of self-regulation. However, the relationship between the ruling and the ruled 
is not always oppressed, but  'dialectical'. Therefore we have to pay attention to 
overemphasize and idealize people's power of the resistance. Because in some cases 
this resistance is able to undermine the ruling social order and in other cases this leads 
to exclude particular groups and consequently to strengthen and reproduce the ruling 
one. 
   And in considering this  'homogenous' national space, we should also investigate 
the power of sanitary discourse about the epidemic which had a great impact upon 
urban structures and spatial practices in the early Meiji era (Onjo 1995). Discourse on 
sanitation or public health and "the healthy body" became new a criterion to res-
tructuring urban space and made a distinction among various social groups.  How-
ever, these problems are never past questions and this power still operates in contem-
porary Japanese society more powerfully. For example, the prejudice against  'HIV' 
gives rise to a fear of 'contagion' among the people. 
   Moreover the increasing number of foreignworkers brings about another problem 
of  'social discipline' or social integration. The intensifying struggles of the interna-
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tional economy has raised nationalistic consciousness among the nation in both 
developing and developed countries. Therefore, in the post-colonialism or re-coloni-
alism era we have to reconsider the material socio-spatial practices and representa-
tions which were naturalized so far, and to investigate the material processes operat-
ing in a  world-wide  : the homogenization of internal space,the invasion and internal-
ization of external space, and the re-homogenization of internal space.
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Notes
1) I argue that the opposition C. Raffestin identifies between  'espace' and  'territoire' is similar 
   in problematic to  Soja's  'space'  and  'spatiality'. Therefore, the term  of  'spatiality'doesn't 
   mean the 'material reality' ('space') per  se, rather a string of practices and discourse 
   concerning this material reality. 
2) The ratios of coal export to the total export changed as  follows  ; 100 percent (1890), 87.9 
  percent (1900), 34.5 percent (1905), 7.6 percent (1920). (Okakura 1954 p. 11). 
3) In 1901 the first modern steel plant was built in Yahata area by the central government. 
   After that, this area had grown as a core of heavy industries in western Japan. This area 
   consisted of five  cities  : Moji, Kokura, Yahata, Wakamatsu, Tobata. 
4) For a further details of labor process, division of labor system and employment relation-
  ship of coal stevedores, see Fuwa (1975) and Kijima (1988). 
5) Pred (1990) explores the transformation of everyday life of the dock  workers—discipline 
   and resistance—in late nineteenth-century Stockholm from the perspective of time 
   geography. 
6) Tamai (1986) pointed out the importance of development of 'urban' social policy and social 
  work in the second half of 1920s in Japan, because it showed the awareness of the central 
   and local governments to 'underclass' and that became a clue to mark a stage of capitalist 
   development in modern Japan. 
7) The category of 'middle class' includes elementary school teacher, policeman, low-rank-
   ing government officer and office worker and so on. 
8) For a discussion of the relationship between nationalism and geographical knowledge in 
  Japan in the period from the 1890s to the 1930s, see Takeuchi (1994) and Mizuuchi  (1994).
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